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MISSION STATEMENT 
 
English Martyrs Catholic Primary School offers distinctive Catholic education within a caring Christian 
community where everyone feels loved and valued, confident and secure. 
We believe that each person is precious and gifted, unique and loved by God. 
With Christ as our inspiration we work in partnership to create a challenging, effective and exciting 
learning environment where everyone is encouraged to embrace opportunity 
 
Learning and Teaching 
We provide an exciting, creative and effective learning environment, recognising and responding to 
individual learning styles. We aim to help each child experience success and to embrace every 
opportunity by providing the highest standard of education and care. Children take responsibility for 
and participate fully in their own learning. 
Our curriculum will be both balanced and spiritually based and will fulfil all statutory requirements. 
 
Catholic Life of the School 
We recognise God in all aspects of our mission. Specifically, we will help children to develop their 
personal relationship with God. We will deliver high quality learning and teaching in religious 
education rooted in Catholic values and beliefs. We encourage respect for and understanding of 
other faiths and beliefs. The school environment will speak of Jesus Christ at the heart of our 
community. Children will be given opportunities to participate in creative and varied worship 
appropriate to their age and understanding. 
We are an integral part of the parish and will play an active part in its life. 
 
Relationships 
We will help each member of the school community to recognise that we are all precious in God’s 
eyes. We will show love and respect for each other. We will give to each other the affirmation we all 
need and will try to respond to each other’s needs. 
 
Parents 
We will work to achieve a creative partnership between parents and school which recognises our 
different responsibilities in the education of the children. 
We will communicate effectively with all parents. We will establish a bond of trust, building a 
partnership which nurtures the children’s learning, spiritual development and pastoral care. 
 
Community Cohesion 
We will be an integral part of the local community.  We will increase the children’s awareness of 
wider world issues. We will develop their sense of responsibility for and involvement in both of 
these. 
We will ensure that our community life witnesses our Christian values and beliefs in all that we do 
and say. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
We are a Catholic school. Through all our endeavours, we aim to recognise the presence and power 
of Jesus Christ at the very centre of our existence. As we seek to fulfil the educational needs of the 
children, we strive to live and act according to His will in all that we do and say.  
We will help each member of the school community to recognise that we are all precious in God’s 
eyes. We will show love and respect for each other. We will give to each other the affirmation we all 
need and will try to respond to each other’s needs.  
We aim to help each child experience success and to reach their full potential by providing the 
highest possible standard of education.  
At all times and in all areas of school life every reasonable measure will be taken to ensure that each 
member of this school community is enabled to participate as fully as possible, and achieve success 
and recognition appropriate to age, understanding and any disability.  
 
This Accessibility Policy and Plan are drawn up in compliance with current legislation and 
requirements as specified in Schedule 10, relating to Disability, of the Equality Act 2010. Academy 
Councillors are accountable for ensuring the implementation, review and reporting on progress of 
the Accessibility Plan over a prescribed period.  
 
We are committed to providing an accessible environment, which values and includes all pupils, 
staff, parents and visitors regardless of their education, physical, sensory, social, spiritual, emotional 
and cultural needs. We are committed to challenging negative attitudes about disability and 
accessibility and to developing a culture of awareness, tolerance and inclusion.  
 
English Martyr’s Catholic Primary School plans, over time, to ensure the accessibility of provision for 
all pupils, staff and visitors to the school.  
 
An Accessibility Plan will be drawn up to cover a three-year period. The plan will be updated 
annually. 
 
Plan Aims 
The Accessibility Plan will contain relevant actions to:  

 Improve access to the physical environment of the school, adding specialist facilities as 
necessary. This covers reasonable adjustments to the physical environment of the school 
and physical aids to access education.  

 Increase access to the curriculum for pupils with a disability, expanding and making 
reasonable adjustments to the curriculum as necessary to ensure that pupils with a disability 
are as, equally, prepared for life as are the able-bodied pupils. (If a school fails to do this, 
they are in breach of the DDA). This covers teaching and learning; and the wider curriculum 
of the school such as participation in after-school clubs, leisure and cultural activities or 
school visits. It also covers the provision of specialist aids and equipment, which may assist 
these pupils in accessing the curriculum.  

 Improve and make reasonable adjustments to the delivery of written information to pupils, 
staff, parents and visitors with disabilities. Examples might include handouts, timetables, 
textbooks and information about the school and school events. The information should be 
made available in various preferred formats within a reasonable period.  
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Additional Information 
The Action Plan for physical accessibility relates to the Access Audit of the School, which is 
undertaken regularly. It may not be feasible to undertake some of the works immediately and 
therefore some items will roll forward into subsequent plans. The audit will need to be revisited 
prior to the end of each first three-year plan period in order to inform the development of the new 
Plan for the following period. 
 
We acknowledge that there is a need for on-going awareness raising, and training for staff and 
Academy Councillors in the matter of disability discrimination. 
 
The Priorities for the Accessibility Plan were identified by a planning group who consisted of: 

 Head teacher 

 Deputy Head teacher  

 SENDCo 
 
Frameworks 
We are working within a national framework for educational inclusion provided by: 

 Inclusive School (DfES 0774/2001) 

 SEN & Disability Act 2001 

 The SEND Code of Practise 2014 

 The Equality Act 2010 

 Code of Practice for Schools (Disability Rights Commission) 

 ISI inspection 
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School Context 
English Martyrs is a one form entry Catholic Primary School for boys and girls with an age range of 
3yrs to 11yrs.  We are situated in Wakefield. The school comprises of one main building with a 
foundation unit attached.  The main entrance to the school is accessible to all on ground level – 
there are no steps. Once you enter the school at the reception there is access to the main office, 
school hall and food technology classrooms. The rest of the classrooms are accessed via a slope or 
down stairs. Whilst there is a slope on site for accessing year group classrooms as well as the library 
and ICT suite, this is still classified as a single story building and can be accessed by all staff and 
pupils. The School has 2 playgrounds and the use of a playing field. The exit to the first playground 
(Years 1-3) is on the ground floor whilst the second playground and school field is accessed via steps 
and cannot be accessed by wheelchair users. We currently do not have any wheelchair users in 
school. Should this happen in the future, the first playground can be accessed on ground floor level.  
The school has the facility of a disabled toilet/changing room with a shower.   
 
School Aims 
These are as follows:  

 To provide a caring, friendly environment in which every child can flourish and feel a sense 
of belonging. 

 To have high expectations in order to build a strong foundation for life in the areas of social, 
academic, physical and creative opportunities. 

 To provide an environment, which actively looks for and celebrates individual achievements. 

 To provide a secure and stimulating family atmosphere, which encourages supportive 
friendships between individuals. 

 To foster a feeling amongst pupils of self-worth, respect for other people and property. 

 To foster a successful home/school partnership. 

 To promote working links with the local community and to encourage greater involvement 
with the school. 

 
These aims are foster by our ‘Mission Statement’ (see page 2) 
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IMPROVING ACCESS TO THE CURRICULUM 
 

Target 
 

Strategy Lead Timescale Success Criteria 

Audit of pupil 
needs and staff 
training to meet 
those needs 

Review the 
specific need for 
pupils living with 
a disability in 
terms of daily 
living skills and 
relationships. 

SMT 
SENDCo 
All staff 

Training needs 
identified in 
Autumn term 
2020. 
Training will be 
delivered and  
ongoing 
throughout the 
year through 
staff meetings/ 
INSET /CPD 

Teachers are 
aware of relevant 
issues and can 
ensure all pupils 
have equality of 
access to life 
preparation 
learning. 
 
Raised staff 
confidence in 
strategies for 
differentiation 
and increased 
pupil 
participation. 

Classrooms are 
organised to 
promote the 
participation and 
independence of 
all pupils. 

Review lay out of 
furniture and 
classroom 
equipment to 
support learning. 

All staff End of 
September 2020. 
This will be 
reviewed and 
updated as 
required. 

Lessons start on 
time without the 
need to make 
adjustments, to 
accommodate 
the needs of 
individuals 

Provide specialist 
equipment play 
equipment. 
 

Enable disabled 
pupils to enjoy 
play which would 
otherwise be 
inaccessible to 
them. 

 

SENDCo 
SLT 
 

Identify pupils 
needs in Autumn 
1 2020. 

Disabled pupils 
have active, 
inclusive 
playtimes. 

 

Appropriate use 
of ICT equipment 
to benefit 
individual pupils 
and staff 
 

Provide 
specialised 
appropriate IT 
resources to 
meet pupil need 

SMT 
ICT Co-ordinator 
SENDCo 

Ongoing – this 
will be done 
through staff 
training/ CPD and 
sharing good 
practise. 

Increased access 
to the curriculum 

 

All extra-
curricular 
activities are 
planned to 
ensure the 
participation of 
all pupils 
 

Review extra-
curricular 
activities to 
ensure 
compliance with 
legislation 

SMT As required All extra-
curricular 
activities are 
accessible to 
disabled pupils 

All educational 
visits will be 
accessible to all. 

Ensure each 
venue is visited 
for 

SMT As required All pupils in 
school are able 
to access all 
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appropriateness 
and accessibility 

Class teachers/ 
person arranging 
the school trip. 

educational visits 
and take part in a 
range of 
activities. 
Detailed risk 
assessment in 
place. 
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IMPROVING ACCESS TO WRITTEN INFORMATION 
 

Target 
 

Strategy Lead Timescale Success Criteria 

Availability of 
written material 
in alternative 
formats, 
including large 
text for the 
visually impaired, 
if requested. 
 

The school will 
make itself aware 
of the services 
available for 
converting 
written 
information into 
alternative 
formats. 

Office staff 
SLT 
SENDCo 

As requested Improved 
delivery of 
information to 
disabled pupils 

To review 
information sent 
to parents, 
making sure 
school literature 
is available in 
alternative 
formats, 
including large 
text for the 
visually impaired,  
if requested 
 

Provide 
information to 
parents in clear 
print and jargon 
free. 
 
The school will 
help and support 
parents to access 
information and 
complete school 
forms where 
necessary.  
 
Ensure the 
website can be 
accessed by 
those visually 
impaired. 

Office staff 
SLT 
ICT Co-ordinator  

As requested Improved 
delivery of school 
information to 
parents to ensure 
all parents 
receive 
information in a 
format they can 
access.  

To ensure 
resources used 
by pupils with a 
visual 
impairment are 
accessible. 
 

Provide suitably 
enlarged print for 
pupils with a 
visual 
impairment. 
 
Use child friendly 
IEP formats in 
‘child speak.’ 

SENDCo As required Children with a 
visual 
impairment can 
access all 
resources. 
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IMPROVING ACCESS TO THE PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT 
 

Target 
 

Strategy Lead Timescale Success Criteria 

To ensure the 
school is aware 
of the access 
needs of disabled 
pupils, staff, 
Academy Council 
Members, 
parents/carers 
and visitors to 
the school. 
 

To create access 
plans for 
individual 
disabled pupils as 
part of the One 
Page Profiles 
process when 
required. 
 
Be aware of staff, 
Academy Council 
Members , 
parent and visitor 
access needs and 
meet as 
appropriate. 
 
Through 
questions and 
discussions find 
out the access 
needs of 
parents/carers. 
 
Consider access 
needs during 
recruitment 
process. 

SENDCo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Head teacher / 
Deputy / SENDCo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SENDCo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Head teacher 

As required One Page Profiles 
in place for all 
disabled pupils 
and staff aware 
of needs. 
 
 
 
 
All staff and 
Academy Council 
Members and 
visitors feel 
confident their 
needs are met. 
 
 
Parents have full 
access to all 
school activities. 
 
 
 
 
Access issues do 
not influence 
recruitment and 
retention issues. 

Any new layouts 
of the school to 
allow access for 
all. 
 

Consider needs 
of disabled 
pupils, 
parents/carers, 
staff and visitors 
when thinking 
about any 
redesign. 

Head teacher / 
Academy Council 
Members   

As required Re-designed 
buildings are 
useable by all. 

Maintain signage 
and external 
access for 
visually impaired 
people 
 

Maintain the 
yellow strip 
marks on step 
edges. 
 
Ensure signs 
about school are 
large scale. 

Caretaker As required and 
ongoing. The 
caretaker will 
monitor and 
update 
accordingly. 

Visually impaired 
people feel safe 
within the school 
grounds. 

Ensure all 
disabled pupils 

Put in place a 
Personal 
Emergency 

SENDCo As required All disabled 
pupils and staff 
working 
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can be safely 
evacuated. 
 

Evacuation Plan 
for any pupils 
with difficulties. 

alongside are 
safe in the event 
of a fire. 

To continue to 
monitor 
equipment and 
resources to 
accommodate 
pupils with PD. 
 

Be aware if any 
equipment is not 
accessible and 
purchase new or 
modify as 
necessary. 

SENDCo 
All staff 
 

Ongoing No pupil will be 
restricted or 
limited in access 
to play 
equipment. 
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Audit of Site 
 

 Yes No Part 

Signage    

External signage from road to entrance is clear, well placed      

Internal signage is clear and well placed    

Accessible Parking    

Accessible parking available for people with disabilities    

Number of Spaces On 
request 

 

  

Main Entrance    

Well signed from edge of school grounds and easily recognised    

Entry systems at correct height, position with sufficient space for 
a wheelchair 

   

Floor coverings do not impede access through the door    

Reception counter accessible (height, position of writing surface)    

Circulation: Horizontal    

Flat access around school along corridors and through doors 
(internal and external), ie raised thresholds/door sills no more 
than 15mm total height, any vertical surface 5mm max. 

   

Ramps meet guidelines (gradient, kerbs, handrails, width)    

Adequate corridor width for volume of people    

All doors wide enough for wheelchair users (single clear opening 
width) 

   

All doors open without excessive pressure    

Circulation: Vertical    

Handrails on both sides of stairs, continuous around landings  N/A  

Lift convenient to use (size, controls)  N/A  

Emergency evacuation procedures for disabled in place for upper 
floors 
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Signed by the Head teacher: 
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Date:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 
Signed by the School SENDCo: 
 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
Date:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
 
 


