
Purpose of study 
 
At English Martyrs we believe a high-quality geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching should equip pupils with knowledge 
about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them to 
deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, understanding and skills provide the frameworks and approaches that 
explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and change over time. 
 
Intent: 
As inhabitants of the Earth we are all involved in Geography; it is part of who we are. Because of this, we aim for all children to be the very best Geographers. Our intention is to provide a knowledge rich curriculum so that our children know, 
remember and understand more about the world in which they live. By creating confident geographers, the children will leave our school appreciating and understanding how our world has evolved over time. At each stage of their learning, the 
children should be able demonstrate an understanding of the human, physical and locational aspects of each topic and be able to do this over time. 
 
We intend to do this by: 

 Ensuring a high quality geography curriculum that is both challenging and enjoyable 

 Providing a variety of opportunities to learn about human and physical geography from a local,  continental and global viewpoint. 

 Ensuring children are confident geographers who are able to apply the key skills learned to a range of challenging activities 

 Revisiting these areas of learning regularly children will remember more, know more and understand more. 

 Acknowledging the impact of human activity on the future of our planet and considering how they can contribute to improving the environment.  

  
Geography in EYFS: 
 

Three and Four-
Year-Olds 

Mathematics 
•        Understand position through words alone. For example, “The bag is under the table,” – with no pointing. 
•        Describe a familiar route. 
•        Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and ‘behind’. 

Understanding the World 
•        Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 
•        Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural environment and all living things. 
•        Know that there are different countries in the work and talk about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. 

Reception Understanding the World 

•        Draw information from a simple map. 
•        Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries. 
•        Explore the natural world around them. 
•        Recognise some environments that are different to the one in which they live. 

ELG 
Understanding the 

World 

People, Culture and 
Communities 

•       Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 
•       Explain some similarities and differences between life in this country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when 

appropriate) maps. 

The Natural World 
•        Know some similarities and differences between the natural world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in 

class. 
•        Understand some important processes and changes in the natural world around them, including the seasons. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
National Curriculum Aims (Skills Progression): 
 

  KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

  

Locational 

Knowledge 

Pupils develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally 
significant places. They should develop knowledge about the 
world, the United Kingdom and their locality. 
Pupils can: 

a) name and locate the world’s seven continents and five 
oceans; 

b) name, locate and identify characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas; 

c)  use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding in this strand: United Kingdom, England, 
Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, town, city, village, 
sea, beach, hill, mountain, London, Belfast, Cardiff, 
Edinburgh, capital city, world map, continent, ocean, 
Europe, Africa, Asia, Australasia, North America, South 
America, Antarctica. 

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the 
local area to include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South 
America. 
Children can develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally 
significant places – both terrestrial and marine. 
Children develop their understanding, recognising and identifying key 
physical and human geographical features. 
Pupils  can: 

a) locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on South 
America, concentrating on environmental regions and key 
physical and human characteristics; 

b) name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, 
identifying human and physical characteristics including hills, 
mountains, rivers and seas, and how a place has changed; 

c)  identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, 
Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones; 

d) use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
in this strand: county, country, town, coast, physical features, 
human features, mountain, hill, river, sea, climate, tropics, 
tropical, of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic 
and Antarctic Circle. 

Pupils should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to include 
the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. They will begin to explore the 
concept of tourism and its impact. Children can develop contextual knowledge of the 
location of globally significant places – both terrestrial and marine. 
Children develop their understanding of recognising and identifying key physical and 
human geographical features of the world; how these are interdependent and how they 
bring about spatial variation and change over time. 
Pupils can: 

a) use maps to locate the world’s countries with a focus on Eastern Europe and South 
America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and major cities; 

b) name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, identifying their 
physical features, including mountains, and rivers, and land-use patterns; showing 
change over time; 

c)  identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere and use longitude and latitude to find locations 
on a map; 

d) use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in this strand: atlas, 
index, coordinates, latitude, longitude, contour, altitude, peaks, slopes, continent, 
country, city, North America, South America, border, key. 

  

Place 

Knowledge 

Pupils develop contextual knowledge of the location of globally 
significant places. They should develop knowledge about the 
world, the United Kingdom and their locality. Children begin to 
understand basic vocabulary relating to human and physical 
geography. 

Pupils can: 
a) compare the UK with a contrasting country in the world; 
b) compare a local city/town in the UK with a contrasting 

city/town in a different country; 
c) use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and 

understanding in this strand: South America, London, 
Brasilia, compare, capital city, China, Asia, country, 
population, weather, similarities, differences, farming, 
culture, Africa, Kenya, Nairobi, river, desert, volcano. 

Pupils can understand geographical similarities and differences through 
the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country and a region within North or 
South America. 

Pupils can: 
a) understand geographical similarities and differences through the 

study of human geography of a region of the United Kingdom; 
b) explore similarities and differences, comparing the human 

geography of a region of the UK and a region of South America; 
c)  understand geographical similarities and differences through the 

study of physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom; 
d) explore similarities and differences comparing the physical 

geography of a region of the UK and a region of South America; 
e) use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

in this strand: Amazon rainforest, Sherwood Forest, Sheffield, city, 
Yorkshire, physical features, human features, landscape, feature, 
population, land use, retail, leisure, housing, business, industrial, 
agricultural. 

Pupils can understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 
and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, 
and a region within North or South America. 

Pupils can: 
a) understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human 

geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region of Eastern Europe and South 
America; 

b) understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of physical 
geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region of Eastern Europe and South 
America; 

c)  use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in this strand: 
latitude, Arctic Circle, physical features, climate, human geography, land use, 
settlement, economy, natural resources. 



  

Human and 

Physical 

Geography 

Pupils will understand key physical and human geographical 
features of the world. They identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns. 

Pupils can: 
a) identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the 

United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the Equator and the North and 
South Poles; 

b) use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical 
features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, 
season and weather; 

c) use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human 
features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, harbour and shop. 

Pupils locate a range of the world’s most significant human and physical 
features. Explain how physical features have formed, why they are 
significant and how they can change. 

Explain the impact of humans on the earth in terms of land use, 
settlements and their direct connection to physical changes. 
Children can: 
describe and understand key aspects of: 

a) physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes, volcanoes, 
tornadoes, tsunamis, earthquakes and the water cycle; 

b) human geography, including: types of settlement and land use; 
c) use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 

in this strand: mantle, outer core, inner core, magma, volcano, 
active, dormant, extinct, earthquake, epicentre, shock wave, 
magnitude, tsunami, tornado, climate, tropics, deforestation, 
evaporation, water cycle, evaporation, condensation, 
precipitation, cooling, filter, pollution, settlement, settler, site, 
need, shelter, food. 

Pupils will locate a range of the world’s most significant human and physical features. Explain 
how physical features have formed, why they are significant and how they can change. 
Children can understand how these are interdependent and how they bring about spatial 
variation and change over time. Children will deepen their understanding of the interaction 
between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and 
environments. 

Children can: 
describe and understand key aspects of: 

a) physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 
mountains and the water cycle; 

b) human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water; 

c) use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in this strand: 
environmental disaster, settlement, resources, services, goods, electricity, supply, 
generation, renewable, non-renewable, solar power, wind power, biomass, origin, 
import, export, trade, efficiency, conservation, carbon footprint, peak, plateau, fold 
mountain, fault-block mountain, dome mountain, volcanic mountain, plateau 
mountain, tourism, positive, negative, economic, social, environmental. 

  

Geographical 

Skills and 

Fieldwork 

Children can interpret geographical information from a range of 
sources. They can communicate geographical information in a 
variety of ways. 

Children can: 
a) use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the 

countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 
stage; 

b) use simple compass directions and locational and 
directional to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map; 

c) devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key; 

d) use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the 
geography of the surrounding area, including key human 
and physical features, using a range of methods; 

e) use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding in this strand: compass, 4-point, direction, 
North, East, South, West, plan, record, observe, aerial 
view, key, map, symbols, direction, position, route, 
journey, the UK, changes, tally chart, pictogram, world 
map, country, continent, human, physical. 

Children collect, analyse and communicate a range of data gathered 
through fieldwork that deepens their understanding of geographical 
processes. They interpret a range of sources of geographical information 
including maps, diagrams, globes, aerial photographs and Geographical 
Information Systems (GIS). 

Children can: 
a) use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied; 
b) use symbols and keys (including the use of Ordnance Survey 

maps), to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the 
wider world; 

c) use fieldwork to observe and present the human and physical 
features in the local area using sketch maps, plans and digital 
technologies; 

d) use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding 
in this strand: sketch map, map, aerial view, feature, annotation, 
landmark, distance, key, symbol, land use, urban, rural, 
population, coordinates. 

Children will become confident in collecting, analysing, and communicating a range of data. 
Children can explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected 
and change over time. 

Children can: 
a) use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 

describe features; 
b) use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and 

key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world; 

c) use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present human features using a 
range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies; 

d) use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in this strand: 
atlas, index, coordinates, latitude, longitude, key, symbol, Ordnance Survey, Silva 
compass, legend, borders, fieldwork, measure, observe, record, map, sketch, graph. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



National Curriculum Subject Content: 
 

Key Stage 1 National Curriculum Expectations                                                                                                                                                Key Stage 2  National Curriculum Expectations           

Locational Knowledge 
Pupils should be taught to: 

● name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans; 
● name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding seas. 

Place Knowledge 
Pupils should be taught to: 

● understand geographical similarities and differences through studying the human and physical geography of a small area of the United 
Kingdom, and of a small area in a contrasting non-European country. 

Human and Physical Geography 
Pupils should be taught to: 

● identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of   hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the 
Equator and the North and South Poles; 

● use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to: 
-  key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, 
  river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather; 
-  key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 
  harbour and shop. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Pupils should be taught to: 
● use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, continents and oceans studied 

at this key stage; 
● use simple compass directions (North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, near and far; left and 

right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map; 
● use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use 

and construct basic symbols in a key; 
● use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features 

of its surrounding environment. 

Locational Knowledge 
Pupils should be taught to: 

● locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 
concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities; 

● name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how 
some of these aspects have changed over time; 

● identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle,  the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night). 

Place Knowledge 
Pupils should be taught to: 

● understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 
Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

Human and Physical Geography 
Pupils should be taught to: 
● describe and understand key aspects of: 

-   physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, 
 mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle; 
-   human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity  
 including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food,   
 minerals and water. 

Geographical Skills and Fieldwork 
Pupils should be taught to: 
● use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied; 
● use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) 

to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world; 
● use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features   in the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

 

In Key Stage 1, pupils will study: 
 

Topic Our School Our Local Area Wonderful Weather Magical Mapping Sensational Safari Our Country 

Overview This Our School unit will teach 
your KS1 geography class about 
the world, starting with their 
immediate environment and 
building on the firm foundations 
from the Early Years Foundation 
Stage. Children will explore their 
school environment using first-
hand observation and experience 
to enhance their awareness 
along with essential map skills 
and fieldwork. 

This Our Local Area unit will 
teach your class about their 
locality beyond the school gate, 
building on children’s knowledge 
and understanding of their 
school environment from Unit 1 
and ensuring clear progression in 
learning. Children will explore 
their local area using first hand 
observation to enhance their 
locational awareness along with 
developing essential map and 
fieldwork skills. This unit provides 
everything you need to give your 
class a greater insight into where 
they live! 

This Wonderful Weather unit will 
teach your class about the 
different types of weather in 
their immediate environment. 
The children will then have the 
opportunity to build on this and 
knowledge of the four seasons. 
The pack will introduce them to 
hot and cold areas of the world 
and the impact of different 
weather types. Children will have 
opportunities to observe and 
record the weather, present their 
own weather forecasts and make 
valuable links with Science, 
Computing, Numeracy and 
Literacy from across the 
curriculum.  

This Magical Mapping unit will 
teach your class to develop key 
map skills through a range of 
engaging geographical skill 
based activities suitable for Key 
Stage One. Children will explore 
a range of maps at a local, 
national and global level, 
developing their understanding 
of how to navigate around an 
atlas to find key countries, 
continents, oceans and seas 
along with devising their own 
maps and routes. They will learn 
how to ‘view from above’ looking 
at aerial photographs to spot 
human and physical features, 
understand simple map symbols, 
compass directions and develop 
key geographical vocabulary 
throughout the unit.  

This unit will teach your class 
about the geography of Kenya 
through focusing on the main 
human and physical features of 
the country. Children will learn 
about the key geographical 
features of the country including 
Kenyan wildlife, landscapes and 
culture. Children will learn about 
the similarities and differences 
between Kenya and the UK along 
with continuing to develop their 
geographical skills through a 
variety of fun and interactive 
activities. 

This Our Country unit will teach 
your class about the countries of 
the UK developing learning 
beyond children’s immediate 
environment and their own 
locality to the UK in general. 
Children will explore the UK by 
looking at individual countries, 
capital cities, human and 
physical features along with 
comparing and contrasting the 
capital cities of London and 
Brasilia in detail. This unit 
provides everything you need to 
give your class a greater insight 
into the UK and beyond. 



Pupils will (Key Knowledge): • Know how to recognise 
familiar places in their school. 
E.g. library, classrooms, hall, 
playground 
• Know how to make 
observations about the school 
using description. 
• Know how to use different 
maps and understand the key 
features. 
•Know how to devise a simple 
map and use basic symbols in a 
key. 
• Know how to plan a route, 
giving reasons for choice. 
• Know and use compass 
directions (NESW), locational 
and directional language.  
 
 

• Know familiar places in their 
local area, Eg school, church, 
shops etc 
• Know how to use different 
maps and understand the key 
features including street and 
aerial maps.  
• Know how to locate 
places/landmarks on a map. 
• Know and use compass 
directions (NESW), locational 
and directional language. 
• Know how to use aerial 
photographs to recognise basic 
human and physical features. 
• Know how to plot a simple 
route on a map. 
• Know that there are different 
human features within their 
locality. E.g. different homes and 
jobs.  
• Recognise how people can 
affect the environment and 
make changes.  
 

•Know and name weather types 
in the UK. 
• Know and identify daily 
changes in weather in relation to 
where we live. 
• Know about seasonal changes 
across a year and how it affects 
us. 
• Know and recognise weather 
symbols in relation to weather 
forecasts. 
• Know how to make 
comparisons between different 
types of weather. 
• Know about and explain some 
dangers of the weather and how 
weather can affect people’s 
lives. 
•Know how to use world maps 
and globes to identify a range of 
countries, the Equator and the 
North and South Poles. 
• Know how to locate hot and 
cold countries of the world. 
.• Know how to make 
comparisons between different 
places studied. 
 
 
 

• Know and name different types 
of maps and explain some key 
features and symbols of maps.  
• To know how to draw a simple 
sketch map of the school and 
local area. 
• Know how to use compass 
directions to describe how to 
move around a map.  
• Know how to plan a simple 
route around the local area using 
positional and directional 
language.  
• Know how to use an atlas to 
locate the four countries of the 
UK, capital cities and other key 
places.  
• Know how to use an atlas to 
locate the seven continents of 
the world.  
• Know how to use an atlas to 
locate the five major oceans of 
the world.  
• To know that aerial 
photographs ‘view from above’ 
and recognise basic human and 
physical features. 
 

•To use world maps, atlases or 
globes to identify the location of 
Kenya. 
• Know and understand what 
some aspects of Kenyan life are 
like. 
• Know about the importance of 
tourism to Kenya. 
• Know the features of a national 
park and begin to explain the 
difference to a game reserve. 
• Know how to draw maps  and 
begin to consider the 
location of key features. 
• Know how to use compass 
directions to move around a 
map. 
• Know some differences and 
similarities between Kenya 
and the UK. 
• Know and identify animals that 
live in Kenya and begin to 
explain the concept of 
‘endangered species’. 
• Know and explain a range of 
human and physical features of 
Kenya, including landmarks and 
their location.  
• Know about and explain 
aspects of Kenyan life, giving 
reasons and making 
simple comparisons to their own 
lives. 
• Know how to compare and 
contrast a range of differences 
and similarities between Kenya 
and the UK. 
 

• Know the typical differences 
between town and country 
locations, including pros and 
cons. 
•Know and name four countries 
of the UK, capital cities and 
surrounding seas. 
• Know simple features of the 
countries of the UK and identify 
similarities and differences. 
• Know how to produce a 
journey line. 
• Know how features may 
change throughout a 
journey. 
• Use a range of maps,Eg  world, 
country, street maps, aerial 
views and plans to locate places 
and 
landmarks. 
• Know and describe human and 
physical features of the capital 
city London. 
• Know how to use internet 
mapping programmes to observe 
aerial views. 
• Know about and compare the 
capital cities London and Brasilia. 
• Know and identify national 
flags and emblems. 
 
 

Key Vocabulary school, village, town, city, 
countryside, address, house, 
near, far, distance, where, 
observe, compass, directions, 
plan, aerial view  

compass, direction, fieldwork, 
map, symbol, house, local area, 
village, town, city, county, 
country, continent, school, 
home, north, east, south, west, 
locate, route, map, semi-
detached, detached, terraced, 
cottage, flats  

seasons, temperature, 
thermometer, United Kingdom, 
affects, weatherproof, weather 
forecast, symbols, extreme, 
drought, flooding, blizzard, 
heatwave, hurricane, climate  

sketch map, key, compass, rose, 
map symbol, ordnance survey, 
route, climate, atlas, continent, 
ocean, physical feature, physical 
feature 

endangered, game reserve, 
habitat, migration, national 
park, rural, savannah, tourists, 
Africa, Kenya, Nairobi, Indian 
Ocean, mountains, Mount 
Kilimanjaro,  

town, countryside, country, UK, 
island , capital city, landmark, 
population, England, Scotland, 
Wales, Northern Ireland, Europe, 
English Channel, North Sea, Irish 
Sea, Atlantic Ocean, village   

National Curriculum Links use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) 
and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and 
far; left and right], to describe 
the location of features and 
routes on a map 
 
use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic human and 

name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas  
 
use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to: key 
human features, including: city, 
town, village, factory, farm, 

name and locate the world’s 
seven continents and five oceans  
 
identify seasonal and daily 
weather patterns in the United 
Kingdom and the location of hot 
and cold areas of the world in 
relation to the Equator and the 
North and South Poles 
 

use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as 
well as the countries, continents 
and oceans studied at this key 
stage 
 
use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) 
and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and 

understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through studying the human and 
physical geography of a small 
area of the United Kingdom, and 
of a small area in a contrasting 
non-European country 
 
use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to: key 
human features, including: city, 

name, locate and identify 
characteristics of the four 
countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its 
surrounding seas 
 
use aerial photographs and plan 
perspectives to recognise 
landmarks and basic 



physical features; devise a 
simple map; and use and 
construct basic symbols in a key 
 
use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

house, office, port, harbour and 
shop 
 
use simple fieldwork and 
observational skills to study the 
geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and 
physical features of its 
surrounding environment. 

use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United 
Kingdom and its countries, as 
well as the countries, continents 
and oceans studied at this key 
stage 

far; left and right], to describe 
the location of features and 
routes on a map 

town, village, factory, farm, 
house, office, port, harbour and 
shop 
 
use basic geographical 
vocabulary to refer to: key 
physical features, including: 
beach, cliff, coast, forest, hill, 
mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, 
valley, vegetation, season and 
weather 

human and physical features; 
devise a simple map; and use 
and construct basic 
symbols in a key 

 
In Lower Key Stage 2, pupils will study: 

Topic What’s it like in Whitby? The UK Rainforests All Around the World Extreme Earth Somewhere to settle 

Overview This unit is based around the 
North Yorkshire seaside town of 
Whitby. Through this series of six 
lessons, children will learn about 
the physical geography of 
Whitby, including its Jurassic 
cliffs and its proximity to the 
North Yorkshire Moors. They will 
use maps, atlases and digital 
maps to explore the town and 
find out about what the land is 
used for and what there is to do 
in Whitby. Throughout the unit, 
children are encouraged to 
compare what they have learnt 
about Whitby with what they 
know about their own local area. 
The unit culminates in an 
opportunity for children to 
produce a written report 
comparing Whitby with where 
they live. 

In this unit, children will take a 
look at the geography of the UK - 
from the physical features of 
mountains, rivers and seas to the 
man-made administrative 
regions and counties. They will 
find out how the UK has changed 
over time, looking at how 
London grew and how the 
population of the UK as a whole 
has changed throughout the 
course of history. 

In this Unit, children take a closer 
look at the mysteries of tropical 
rainforests. From the layers of 
the forest and its animal 
inhabitants, to the unique 
climate found in the tropics. They 
compare a British forest with the 
Amazon rainforest, and begin to 
explore some of the conservation 
issues surrounding the 
destruction of rainforest 
habitats. 

This ‘All around the World’ Unit 
allows children to take a closer 
look at where the countries of 
the world are located, and some 
of the ways geographers 
describe locations. Children will 
learn to locate and describe 
places using longitude and 
latitude, and find out about 
some of the important lines that 
delineate specific areas of the 
Earth - the Equator, the 
Hemispheres, the Poles and the 
Tropics. Finally, by looking more 
closely at the lines of longitude, 
children will develop their 
understanding of time zones. 

This Extreme Earth unit will 
teach your class about the 
destructive powers of nature, 
from volcanoes and earthquakes 
to tsunamis and tornadoes. 
Through discussion and practical 
tasks, children will learn about 
how and why these natural 
phenomena occur, and the ways 
in which they affect people and 
the environment. 

In this unit, children head back in 
time to find out how the towns 
and cities of the UK first 
developed. Children will learn 
about the needs and 
requirements early settlers had 
when choosing a place to build a 
home. They will look at place 
names around the UK to see how 
the Anglo-Saxons, Romans and 
Vikings all left their mark. 
Through use of digital and paper 
maps, children will investigate 
land use in different sized 
settlements and the ways in 
which settlements are linked 
together. At the end of the unit, 
children draw together all their 
learning about settlements to 
design their own new 
settlement!  

Pupils will (Key Knowledge): •Know where Whitby and our 
school are on a map. 
• Know the physical and human 
features of Whitby  
• Know the similarities and 
differences between Whitby and 
our school. 
• Know the landscape of Whitby 
town centre. 
• Know the similarities and 
differences between the 
landscape near Whitby and 
where they live. 
• Know how land can be used in 
a variety of ways. 
• Know how life is different for 
people living in Whitby and 
where we live. 
 

• Know the names and locations 
of the countries and cities of the 
UK. 
• Know the eight points of the 
compass (N, E, S, W, NE, SE, SW, 
NW) 
• Know how to use four and six-
figure grid references, symbols 
and keys. 
• Describe the location of the 
countries and cities of the UK. 
• Name and locate the main 
rivers and seas of the UK using 
an atlas or map. 
• Know and locate some of the 
counties of the UK (e.g West 
Yorkshire, Lancashire) using a 
map. 
• Name and locate areas of high 
ground in the UK and locate on a 
map. 

• Know where the rainforests 
are in the world. 
• Use maps and atlases to locate 
rainforests. 
• Know the key aspects of  
tropical climate (e.g. no seasons, 
at least 6cm rainfall each month, 
humid) 
• Describe and understand the 
features of layers of a rainforest. 
(emergent, canopy, understory 
and forest floor). 
• Describe the animals and 
plants living the rainforest (e.g. 
monkeys, snakes, insects, 
gorillas) 
• Know the similarities and 
differences between the Amazon 
Rainforest and a Forest in the 
UK. 

• Explain the position and 
significance of the Equator, 
Northern Hemisphere and the 
Southern Hemisphere. 
• Identify lines of latitude and 
longitude. 
• Know the key features of the 
polar regions and compare them 
to the UK. 
• Know the position and 
significance of the Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle. 
• Know the similarities and 
differences between two 
climates (e.g. Tropics and UK) 
• Explain the position and 
significance of the Prime 
Meridian. 
• Explain the position and 
significance of time zones. 
 

• Know what is found 
underground (e.g. layers, rock, 
soil, crust, mantle, outer core, 
inner core) 
• Know how volcanoes are 
formed. 
• Know the impact of how 
volcanoes affect people’s lives. 
• Know what causes earthquakes 
and how they are measured. 
• Know what causes tsunamis 
and how they affect people. 
• Know what causes tornadoes 
and the effects they have. 
 

• Know what early settlers 
needed (e.g. food, water, 
shelter) 
• Know why people settled in 
certain locations. 
• Use maps to identify 
settlements built by invaders  
• Know that settlements have 
been built at different times in 
history. 
• Know that some settlements 
were built by invaders. 
• Know who built a settlement 
from clues in its name. 
• Know how land can be used in 
different ways (industrial, 
agricultural, leisure, retail and 
business). 
• Know how land is used 
differently in different places. 



• Know how London has 
changed over time. 
• Identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antartic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones in the context of 
London’s history. 
• Explain the importance of the 
Prime Meridian to London’s 
history. 
• Know how the UK has changed 
over time. 

• Know the effects humans are 
having on the rainforests (e.g. 
deforestation). 
 

• Identify transport links using a 
key on a map. 
• Know the 8 compass points in 
relation to describing a route 
between two settlements. 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary abbey, agriculture, coastal, 
gothic style, harbour, industrial, 
leisure, pier, retail, tourists, 
town, North Yorkshire, physical 
features, human features, 
landscape, land use, retail, 
housing,  

county, prime meridian, 
immigration, UK, Great Britain, 
landmark, millenium  

climate, deforestation, equator, 
humid, native tribes, species, 
weather, tropics, tropical, 
forecast, forest floor, 
understory, canopy, emergent, 
diet, habitat, Amazon river, soil 
erosion, impact,native   

coordinates, observatory, 
hemisphere, polar, precipitation, 
equator, northern hemisphere, 
southern hemisphere, latitude, 
longitude, polar region, Tropic of 
Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, 
climate, time-zone, Greenwich 
mean time, Prime Meridian  

cumulonimbus cloud, erupt, 
magma, tectonic plates , 
dormant, bedrock, extinct, crust, 
subsoil, mantle, inner core, 
outer core, topsoil, tornado, 
tsunami, volcano 

agriculture, early settlers, 
healthcare, industrial, leisure, 
retail, settlement, shelter, 
defence, fuel, building materials, 
invader,  

National Curriculum Links understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

name and locate counties and 
cities of the United Kingdom, 
geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical 
characteristics, key 
topographical features (including 
hills, mountains, coasts and 
rivers), and land-use patterns; 
and understand how some of 
these aspects have changed over 
time 

locate the world’s countries, 
using maps to focus on Europe 
(including the location of Russia) 
and North and South America, 
concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key 
physical and human 
characteristics, countries, and 
major cities 
 
identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and 
night) 

identify the position and 
significance of latitude, 
longitude, Equator, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, the Tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and 
Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and 
time zones (including day and 
night) 

describe and understand key 
aspects of: physical geography, 
including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 

describe and understand key 
aspects of: human geography, 
including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals 
and water 
 
use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 
 
use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 

 
In Upper Key Stage 2, pupils will study: 

Topic Enough for Everyone Exploring Eastern Europe Magnificent Mountains Raging Rivers Marvelous Maps Amazing Americas 

Overview In Enough for Everyone, children 
will think about the needs of a 
settlement, and the needs of the 
planet as a whole. They will find 
out where resources such as 
power and food come from, and 
look at ways in which natural 
resources can be conserved. 

In this unit, children have the 
opportunity to explore Eastern 
Europe. Firstly, they will learn 
about the countries of Europe. 
They will then look in more detail 
at some of the contrasting areas 
of eastern Europe, finding out 
about the landscape, climate and 

In this Unit, children find out 
about the major mountains of 
the world and the UK. They find 
out the different ways in which 
mountains have been formed, 
and how different features of 
mountain ranges have been 
shaped over time. Children will 

In this unit, the children will find 
out more about why rivers are so 
important to the towns and 
villages that have developed on 
their banks. By looking at the 
features of rivers, and the 
natural and human ways that 
rivers change over time, children 

Marvellous Maps allows children 
to further explore the range of 
maps available to geographers 
and to develop their 
understanding of the key 
features of maps. They will study 
a range of maps and atlases, 
including digital maps, and 

In this unit about the Amazing 
Americas, children will first find 
out about the continents of 
North and South America, and 
the countries that form them. 
They will also look in more detail 
at some of the contrasting 
regions of the Americas, finding 



After discussing the idea of a 
carbon footprint, children will 
have the chance to consider how 
their actions impact on others 
around the world, and to think 
about the changes that they 
could make to try to ensure that 
natural resources are shared so 
there is enough for everyone 

locations in each area. Children 
will bring together their learning 
about one area of eastern 
Europe and create information 
booklets to share what they have 
found out. In the final lesson of 
the unit, children will find out 
more about Chernobyl and its 
impact on eastern Europe and 
the rest of the world. 

have the opportunity to consider 
what the weather is like in a 
mountainous environment and 
to evaluate the impact that 
tourism has on a mountainous 
region. 

will explore the life stories of 
rivers. Children will learn the 
names and locations of the 
major rivers of the UK and the 
world. 

compare their features. They will 
learn to use the eight compass 
points to give directions and give 
grid references to locate places 
on a map. By comparing maps of 
the same place, children will 
learn about the way that places 
have changed over time. 

out about the landscape, climate 
and locations of each area. There 
is the opportunity to carry out a 
detailed fieldwork study of the 
children’s local area to help them 
to identify the similarities and 
differences between a region of 
the Americas and where they 
live. Children will also develop 
their map and atlas skills and 
practise reading and writing 
coordinates. They will learn 
about the ancient and new 
wonders of the world, specifically 
those of the Americas, and they 
will research a natural wonder of 
the Americas and create their 
own presentations to teach 
others what they learn. 

Pupils will (Key Knowledge): • Know important features of a 
settlement such as: Site (dry, 
flat, firm ground), Aspect 
(sufficient sunlight, shelter from 
prevailing winds), Resources 
(close to a water source, food 
supplies nearby) 
• Know and rank human needs 
and explain how some needs 
remain the same and some 
change over time. 
• Know how electricity is 
generated and distributed. 
• Know what makes an energy 
source renewable. 
• Know why an energy source is 
not renewable. 
• Know the origin of different 
foods, including the distance 
they have travelled to the UK 
(food miles). 
• Know the types of foods that 
are produced locally (e.g. 
Rhubarb Triangle) and in the UK  
• Know ways to reduce water 
and energy consumption. 
• Know ways to reduce food 
wastage  
• Know areas of the world most 
affected by food shortages 
• Know that access to natural 
resources varies in different 
parts of the world. 

• Know that a continent is a 
large landmass  
• Know that continents are 
groups of countries  
• Know the countries in Europe 
and locate them on a map.  
• Know about important physical 
features of an area of eastern 
Europe (e.g. rivers, lakes, 
mountains)  
• Know about the climate of an 
area of eastern Europe (e.g. 
average temperatures, 
warmest/coldest month, average 
rainfall)  
• Know about the human 
geography of an area of eastern 
Europe (e.g. population, major 
cities, landmarks, religions) 
• Know what planning is needed 
for a trip abroad.  
• Know the countries affected by 
the Chernobyl nuclear disaster. 
• know why the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster happened. 
• Know some of the after-effects 
of the Chernobyl nuclear 
disaster. 
 

• Know different ways that areas 
of higher ground are shown on a 
map.  
• Know how to identify key 
mountain ranges of the UK. 
• Know how to identify key 
mountain ranges of the world. 
• Know the key features of a 
mountain range e.g. a valley, the 
summit, foot and slope (outcrop, 
a ridge, the tree line and the 
snow line). 
• Know that mountains were 
formed a very long time ago.  
• Know how tectonic plates 
move together to create fold 
mountains.  
• Know how pressure from 
magma under the Earth’s surface 
creates dome mountains. 
• Know how lava flow creates 
volcanic mountains.  
• Know what the weather is 
usually like on a mountain and 
the differences between a 
weather forecast and climate.  
• Know reasons why people 
might visit mountains.  
• Know some of the positive and 
negative effects of tourism on an 
area. 
 
 
 

 • Know that the water cycle is a 
closed cycle. 
• Know how to use the index in 
an atlas to find rivers. 
• Know how to use a legend to 
find rivers on a map. 
• Know the place in which the 
source of a river is found. 
• Know the name of the 
particular sea a river flows into. 
• Know the features of a river’s 
upper, middle and lower 
courses. 
• Know how water erodes a 
riverbank.  
• Know how deposition changes 
the shape of a river.  
• Know some ways that rivers 
are used.  
• Know some advantages and 
disadvantages for different uses 
of a river.  
• Know what a dam is and why 
they are built. 
• Know the location of one 
major dam. 
• Know the advantages, 
disadvantages, risks and benefits 
of building a dam.  
• Know how meanders form. 
 • Know how an oxbow lake 
forms. 
• Know how waterfalls are 
formed.  
• Know the possible future 
impacts of river use. 

• Know how to find information 
in an atlas using the index and 
coordinates. 
• Know how to use an atlas to 
find cities in the UK and 
countries in Europe, North 
America and South America. 
• Know how to use a key to find 
out what a symbol means. 
• Know how to give and follow 
directions using the eight 
compass points. 
• Know how to plan and describe 
a route on a map using an eight-
point compass. 
• Know how to use a four or six-
figure grid reference to locate a 
place on a map 
• Know how to plan a route 
using the eight compass points 
and four/six-figure grid 
references. 
• Know how to compare new 
and old maps of the same 
location to describe how a place 
has changed over time. 
• Know that land use has 
changed over time and give 
examples in relation to the local 
area (e.g. mining sites are now 
industrial estates) 

• Know that a continent is a 
large landmass usually made up 
of a number of countries. 
• Know the names of some 
countries in North and South 
America.  
• Know the location of and 

characteristics of a range of 

places across the Americas 

• Know the climates and biomes 

of different regions across the 

Americas. 

• Know the difference between 

human (features that have been 

shaped by people) and physical 

(natural features of a place or 

environment) geography. 

• Know the names and locations 

of the ancient and new wonders 

of the world. 

• Know the characteristics and 

significance of a natural wonder 

of the Americas. 

 

 



Key Vocabulary conserve, consume, fertile land, 
food miles, important, non-
renewable energy, produced, 
renewable energy, solar energy, 
turbine 

agriculture, arable, climate, 
continent, country, human 
geography, landscapes, physical 
geography, population, 
weather, precipitation 

altitude, avalanche, crust, 
gorge, hypothermia, lava, 
magma, summit, tectonic plate 

chanel, dam, deposition, 
discharge, erosion, mouth, 
source, tidal bore,valley, 
tribulations  

atlas, compass, digital map, 
easting, grid references, 
National Grid, northing, 
symbols, Ordnance survey maps  

biomes, climate, continent, 
country, equator, flora, latitude, 
longitude, weather 

National Curriculum Links describe and understand key 
aspects of: human geography, 
including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals 
and water 

understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

describe and understand key 
aspects of: physical geography, 
including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 

describe and understand key 
aspects of: physical geography, 
including: climate zones, biomes 
and vegetation belts, rivers, 
mountains, volcanoes and 
earthquakes, and the water cycle 
 
describe and understand key 
aspects of: human geography, 
including: types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity 
including trade links, and the 
distribution of natural resources 
including energy, food, minerals 
and water 

use the eight points of a 
compass, four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance 
Survey maps) to build their 
knowledge of the United 
Kingdom and the wider world 
 
use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping to 
locate countries and describe 
features studied 

understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human and 
physical geography of a region of 
the United Kingdom, a region in 
a European country, and a region 
within North or South America 

 
 


