
Purpose of Study and Intent: 
 
At English Martyrs we believe that a high quality education will help children gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Children are 
equipped to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments and develop perspective and judgement. The study of history helps children to understand the complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of 
societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time. 
 
We intend to do this by: 

 Ensuring a high quality history curriculum that is both challenging and enjoyable 

 Ensuring children are confident historians who can justify their viewpoint using historical language 

 Embedding key learning through enrichment such as access to expert historians 

  
History in EYFS: 
 

Three and Four-
Year-Olds 

Understanding the World •        Begin to make sense of their own life-story and family’s history. 

Reception Understanding the World •        Comment on images of familiar situations in the past. 
•        Compare and contrast characters from stories, including figures from the past. 

ELG 
Understanding 

the World 
Past and 
Present 

•        Talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in society. 
•        Know some similarities and differences between things in the past and now, drawing on their experiences and what has been read in class. 
•        Understand the past through settings, characters and events encountered in books read in class and storytelling. 

 
National Curriculum Aims (Skills Progression): 
 

  KS1 LKS2 UKS2 

  
Historical 

Interpretations 

Children should understand some of the ways in which we find out 
about the past and identify different ways in which it is 
represented. 
Children can: 

a) start to compare two versions of a past event; 
b) observe and use pictures, photographs and artefacts to 

find out about the past; 
c) start to use stories or accounts to distinguish between 

fact and fiction; 
d) explain that there are different types of evidence and 

sources that can be used to help represent the past. 

Children should understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources. 
Children can: 

a) look at more than two versions of the same event or story in 
history and identify differences; 

b) investigate different accounts of historical events and be able 
to explain some of the reasons why the accounts may be 
different. 

Children should understand how our knowledge of the past is 
constructed from a range of sources. 
Children can: 

a) find and analyse a wide range of evidence about the past; 
b) use a range of evidence to offer some clear reasons for 

different interpretations of events, linking this to factual 
understanding about the past; 

c) consider different ways of checking the accuracy of 
interpretations of the past; 

d) start to understand the difference between primary and 
secondary evidence and the impact of this on reliability; 

e) show an awareness of the concept of propaganda; 
f) know that people in the past represent events or ideas in a 

way that may be to persuade others; 
g) begin to evaluate the usefulness of different sources. 

  
Historical 

Investigations 

Children should ask and answer questions, using other sources to 
show that they know and understand key features of events. 
Children can: 

a) observe or handle evidence to ask simple questions about 
the past; 

b) observe or handle evidence to find answers to simple 
questions about the past on the basis of simple 
observations; 

c) choose and select evidence and say how it can be used to 
find out about the past. 

Pupils should regularly address and sometimes devise historically 
valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and 
significance. 
Children should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. 
Children can: 

a) use a range of sources to find out about the past; 
b) construct informed responses about one aspect of life or a key 

event in the past through careful selection and organisation of 
relevant historical information; 

Pupils should regularly address and sometimes devise historically 
valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and 
significance. 
Children should construct informed responses that involve 
thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical 
information. 
Children can: 

a) recognise when they are using primary and secondary 
sources of information to investigate the past; 

b) use a wide range of different evidence to collect evidence 
about the past, such as ceramics, pictures, documents, 
printed sources, posters, online material, pictures, 



c) gather more detail from sources such as maps to build up a 
clearer picture of the past; 

d) regularly address and sometimes devise own questions to 
find answers about the past; 

e) begin to undertake their own research. 

photographs, artefacts, historic statues, figures, sculptures, 
historic sites; 

c) select relevant sections of information to address 
historically valid questions and construct detailed, 
informed responses; 

d) investigate their own lines of enquiry by posing historically 
valid questions to answer. 

  

Chronological 
Understanding 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common 
words and phrases relating to the passing of time. They should 
know where the people and events they study fit within a 
chronological framework. 
Children can: 

a) sequence artefacts and events that are close together in 
time; 

b) order dates from earliest to latest on simple timelines; 
c) sequence pictures from different periods; 
d) describe memories and changes that have happened in 

their own lives; 
e) use words and phrases such as: old, new, earliest, latest, past, 

present, future, century, new, newest, old, oldest, modern, 
before, after to show the passing of time. 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of British, local and world 
history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study. 
Children can: 

a) sequence several events, artefacts or historical figures on a 
timeline using dates, including those that are sometimes 
further apart, and terms related to the unit being studied and 
passing of time; 

b) understand that a timeline can be divided into BC (Before 
Christ) and AD (Anno Domini). 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure 
knowledge and understanding of British, local and world 
history, establishing clear narratives within and across the 
periods they study. 
Children can: 

a) order an increasing number of significant events, 
movements and dates on a timeline using dates 
accurately; 

b) accurately use dates and terms to describe historical 
events; 

c) understand and describe in some detail the main changes to 
an aspect in a period in history; 

d) understand how some historical events/periods occurred 
concurrently in different locations, e.g. Indus Valley and 
Ancient Egypt. 

Presenting, 
Organising and 
Communicating 

Pupils should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical 
terms. 
Children can: 

a) show an understanding of historical terms, such as 
monarch, parliament, government, war, remembrance; 

b) talk, write and draw about things from the past; 
c) use historical vocabulary to retell simple stories about the 

past; 
d) use drama/role play to communicate their knowledge about 

the past. 

Pupils should develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
Children can: 

a) use and understand appropriate historical vocabulary to 
communicate information such as ruled, reigned, empire, 
invasion, conquer, kingdoms; 

b) present, communicate and organise ideas about the past 
using models, drama role play and different genres of writing 
including letters, recounts, poems, adverts, diaries, posters 
and guides; 

c) start to present ideas based on their own research about a 
studied period. 

Pupils should develop the appropriate use of historical terms. 
Children can: 

a) know and show a good understanding of historical 
vocabulary including abstract terms such as democracy, 
civilisation, social, political, economic, cultural, religious; 

b) present, communicate and organise ideas about from the 
past using detailed discussions and debates and different 
genres of writing such as myths, instructions, accounts, 
diaries, letters, information/travel guides, posters, news 
reports; 

c) plan and present a self-directed project or research about 
the studied period. 

 
 
National Curriculum Subject Content: 
 

Key Stage 1 National Curriculum Expectations Key Stage 2 National Curriculum Expectations 



Pupils should be taught about: 
● changes within living memory. Where appropriate, these should be used to reveal aspects of change in national 

life; 
● events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally [for example the Great Fire of London, the 

first aeroplane flight or events commemorated through festivals or anniversaries]; 
● the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements. 

Some should be used to compare aspects of life in different periods [for example Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria, 
Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong, William Caxton and Tim Berners-Lee, Pieter Bruegel the Elder and LS 
Lowry, Rosa Parks and Emily Davison, Mary Seacole and/or Florence Nightingale and Edith Cavell]; 

● significant historical events, people and places in their own locality. 

Pupils should be taught about: 
● changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age; 
● the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain; 
● Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots; 
● the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor; 
● a local history study; 
● a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066; 
● the achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of where and when the first civilizations appeared and 

a depth study of one of the following: Ancient Sumer; The Indus Valley; Ancient Egypt; The Shang Dynasty of 
Ancient China; 

● Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and their influence on the western world; 
● a non-European society that contrasts with British history – one study chosen from: early Islamic civilization, 

including a study of Baghdad c. AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 900-1300. 

 
 
 
 
 
In Key Stage 1, pupils will study: 
(N.B. A local history study will be incorporated into and annual theme week, focussing on and celebrating the history and geography of the local area) 
 

Topic Travel and Transport Kings and Queens Nurturing Nurses Gunpowder Plot Great Fire of London Significant Explorers 

Overview This topic will teach our children 
about the development of travel 
and transport throughout history. 
Alongside consolidating the 
children's understanding of 
chronology through using timelines 
and making comparisons between 
old and new forms of transport, the 
unit focuses on early travel methods 
of the Vikings, through to the 
invention of cars, trains and 
aeroplanes. It also looks at the 
significant individuals George 
Stephenson and the Wright 
brothers. 

This topic will teach our children 
about the significant British 
monarchs in history, and gives a 
more in-depth study of Richard III as 
well as asking the children to draw 
comparisons between Elizabeth I 
and Queen Victoria. The unit 
consolidates the children's 
awareness of the past and 
significant individuals through using 
timelines and making comparisons 
between various periods in history.  

This topic will teach our children 
about the influential nurses 
Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole 
and Edith Cavell. It asks children to 
establish what makes a person 
significant, explores and compares 
the lives and work of these nurses 
and considers how these individuals 
have influenced nursing today. 

This topic will teach our children, 
using a variety of methods, to fully 
develop their knowledge and 
understanding of this significant 
event in British history: The 
Gunpowder Plot. The children will 
increase their awareness of the past 
by finding out about Guy Fawkes 
and other significant individuals 
involved in the plot, such as Robert 
Catesby and Thomas Percy. They 
will deepen their understanding of 
the events of the Gunpowder Plot 
through several speaking and 
listening activities, such as hot 
seating and role play, as well as 
sequencing events and designing 
posters. A lesson on how bonfire 
night has been  celebrated in Britain 
since the 1930s is also designed to 
consolidate their knowledge of 
changes within living memory. 

This topic will teach our children 
about the key events of the Great 
Fire of London, and help them 
develop an understanding of the 
ways in which we can find out 
about the past through discussing 
primary sources. In doing so, this 
unit also provides an introduction to 
Samuel Pepys and his infamous 
diary. The children will have the 
opportunity to increase their 
awareness of the past by 
comparing and contrasting past 
and present-day London, as well as 
looking at how life was different in 
the 17th century. 

This topic will teach our children 
about why some people are 
considered to be significant before 
going on to learn about some 
significant explorers. Children learn 
about the explorations of Ibn 
Battuta, an explorer who lived 
around 700 years ago and about 
Matthew Henson, a famous polar 
explorer who may have been the 
first man to step foot on the North 
Pole. They compare Matthew 
Henson’s polar exploration to a 
much more recent exploration by 
Felicity Aston, the first person to 
walk across Antarctica alone on skis 
using her own power.  The lesson 
about Neil Armstrong, the space 
explorer, looks not only at his 
achievements, but asks the children 
to explore if it is right that Neil 
Armstrong should be remembered 
more than the others involved in 
the Apollo 11 mission. Finally, the 
children investigate how we 
remember significant people and 
how values may change over time 
in relation to this. The lessons on 
Matthew Henson and Felicity Aston 
talk about racism and sexism in 
simple terms.  

Pupils will (Key 
Knowledge): 

• Know the chronology of the 
different points in history when 
various types of transport have 

• Understand what a monarch is 
and their role though identifying 
the current British monarch. 

• Know what makes a person 
significant in history.  

• Know where the Gunpowder Plot 
sits within a  timeline of history.  

• Know where the Great Fire of 
London sits within a  timeline of 
history.   

• Know reasons why certain 
explorers are significant and 
identify two explorers to study.  



been used and invented and how 
they have changed.  
• Know about an early form of 
travel e.g. Viking Longboats 
• Know about the differences 
between old and new transport. 
• Know how different types of 
transport have changed since they 
were invented e.g. cars 
• Know key facts about the 
different types of travel and 
transport studied and the 
significant people involved in 
inventing them e.g. George 
Stephenson and the Wright 
Brothers.  
• Know about the ways in which 
developments of travel and 
transport have had an impact on 
people's lives and how it may 
continue to do so in the future. 

 

• Know the chronology of various 
significant British kings and queens, 
such as Richard III, Elizabeth I and 
Queen Victoria.  
• Know how the title of king or 
queen is inherited and link to family 
trees. 
• Know historical facts about a 
significant monarch e.g. Richard III.  
• Know about a significant royal 
celebration and how it compares to 
modern day e.g. Medieval Banquet  
• Know key facts about the 
different monarchs studied in this 
unit and make comparisons 
between the lives of two monarchs. 
E.g. Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria. 

 

• Know the chronology of the 
historical periods in which Florence 
Nightingale, Mary Seacole and 
Edith Cavell lived. 
• Know about the differences and 
similarities in the lives of Florence 
Nightingale, Mary Seacole and 
Edith Cavell. 
• Know key facts about the 
experiences of Florence 
Nightingale, Mary Seacole and 
Edith Cavell. 
• Know how Florence Nightingale, 
Mary Seacole and Edith Cavell have 
helped and influenced nursing and 
hospitals today. 

• Know the key events and people 
involved in the Gunpowder Plot e.g. 
Guy Fawkes. 
• Know why the Gunpowder Plot 
happened. 
• Know and sequence the main 
events of the Gunpowder Plot. 
• Know about the experiences of 
people involved in the Gunpowder 
Plot. e.g. Thomas Percy 
• Know how the Gunpowder Plot 
has had an impact on national life 
in the present day. 

• Know ways in which London has 
changed since 1666. 
• Know the key similarities and 
differences in how people lived in 
1666 compared to present day. 
• Know the key events of the Great 
Fire of London including how the 
fire started and spread so rapidly.  
• Know about the content of 
Samuel Pepys' diary and how this 
has helped us to understand more 
about the Great Fire of London. 
• Know how London was rebuilt 
following the Great Fire.  

• Know the key events and 
achievements in the lives of the 
two explorers studied. 
• Know about and make 
comparisons between explorations 
in the recent and more distant past.   
• Know how the public’s views 
about significant people can change 
over time.  
• Know how these explorers are 
remembered and commemorated 
for their achievements.  

Key Vocabulary travel, transport, Viking Longboat, 
petrol/combustion engine, penny 
farthing, horse and carriage, 
electric cars, supersonic, steam 
engine, Stephenson’s Rocket, bullet 
train, George Stephenson, 
aeroplane, hot air balloon, space 
shuttle, helicopter 

Richard III, Queen Victoria, Henry 
VIII, Elizabeth I, Elizabeth II, Battle 
of Bosworth, Victorian, Tudor, 
Elizabethan, War of the Roses, 
monarch, king, queen, heir, rule, 
reign, crown, parliament 

nurse, Florence Nightingale, Mary 
Seacole, Edith Cavell, soldiers, 
World War 1, Crimean War, 
hospital, injured, significant, 
important, inspire,  problem, 
solution, change, compare 

Catholics, Protestants, Houses of 
Parliament, gunpowder, guard, 
captured, King James I, plotters, 
high treason, barrels, prison,  
London, England, Thomas Percy, 
Guy Fawkes 
 

bakery, Pudding Lane, London, 
St Paul’s Cathedral, diary, fire 
break,  River Thames, chandler, 
Britain, modern, diary, Samuel 
Pepys,  diary,  King Charles II, 
monument  

Select vocabulary based on the two 
chosen explorers: 
  
long ago, achievement, remember, 
exploration, commemoration, 
explorer,  
Ibn Battuta,   
Arctic, Antarctica, Matthew 
Henson, Felicity Aston, 
Neil Armstrong, voyage, polar, 
significant, North Pole, astronaut, 
space, Moon 
 
 

National 
Curriculum 
Links 

Changes within living memory. 
Where appropriate, these should 
be used to reveal aspects of change 
in national life. 

The lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements, some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in 
different periods. 
2022 – Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 

The lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements, some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in 
different periods. 
 

Events beyond living memory that 
are significant nationally or 
globally. 
 
 

Events beyond living memory that 
are significant nationally or 
globally. 
 

The lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements, some should be 
used to compare aspects of life in 
different periods. 
 

 
In Lower Key Stage 2, pupils will study: 
 

Topic Vikings and Anglo-Saxons Anglo Saxons and Scots Ancient Egypt Crime and Punishment Riotous Royalty The Romans 

Overview This topic will teach our children 
about the raids and invasions by 
Vikings in Anglo-Saxon Britain. The 
children will learn who the Vikings 
were as well as when and where 
they raided and settled. They will 
learn about significant events from 
the period and order these 
chronologically on a timeline. The 
children will find out about the 

This topic will teach our children 
about the invasions of the Scots and 
Anglo-Saxons in the 5th century. 
They will find out where the 
invading troops came from and 
where in Britain they managed to 
settle and then they will go on to 
investigate how life in Britain 
changed as a result. The children 
will have the opportunity to learn 

This topic will teach our children 
about the achievements of this 
ancient civilization. They will learn 
about how and where the ancient 
Egyptians lived, what was 
important to the daily lives of 
ancient Egyptians, who 
Tutankhamun was and how 
mummies were made. The children 
will also learn about how Egyptian 

This Crime and Punishment topic 
will teach our children to develop 
their chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 through studying this 
aspect of social history. The children 
will find out about the legacy of the 
Roman justice system and crime 
and punishment through the Anglo-
Saxon, Tudor and Victorian periods. 
They will also deepen their 

This ‘Riotous Royalty’ topic will 
teach our children in depth about 
William the Conqueror’s reign from 
1066 onwards, how King John made 
himself very unpopular as monarch 
and why King Henry VIII married so 
many times. This unit also teaches 
who Queen Anne was, what Queen 
Victoria achieved during her reign 

This topic will teach our children 
about the impact the Roman 
empire had on life in Britain. They 
will learn about the spread of the 
Roman empire, the invasion of 
Britain and the eventual conquest. 
The children will also look in detail 
at some aspects of the 
Romanisation of Britain, such as the 
building of Roman roads and 



Anglo-Saxon kings who ruled during 
the 'Viking Age' and examine their 
influence and significance in British 
history. In addition to this, they will 
learn about the Anglo-Saxon justice 
system and compare and contrast 
crimes, punishments and laws with 
their modern day equivalents. The 
children will also have the 
opportunity to learn about different 
aspects of everyday Viking life. They 
will explore the types of houses that 
the Vikings lived in, what clothes 
they wore and even what types of 
food they ate. 

how the Anglo-Saxons influenced 
the English language, with an 
emphasis on the origins of some 
English place names, and they will 
also examine and analyse artefacts 
from the period and draw their 
own conclusions about what they 
can teach us about life in Anglo-
Saxon Britain. In addition to this 
they will also learn what life was 
like in 
a typical Anglo-Saxon village, what 
jobs people did and what the 
houses were like. They will also 
explore the Pagan beliefs of the 
early 
Anglo-Saxons and learn about the 
many gods they worshipped. Finally 
they will investigate how and why 
the Anglo-Saxons were largely 
converted to Christianity by the 
early 7th century. 
 

people used hieroglyphics to 
communicate and compare the 
powers of different gods. 

historical awareness and 
understanding of how our past is 
constructed through studying the 
famous highwayman Dick Turpin. 
The final lesson allows the children 
to reflect upon and evaluate what 
they have learnt in this unit, as well 
as comparing modern day crime 
prevention and detection methods 
with those from the past. 
 

and look at the role of the British 
monarchy today 
 

bathhouses. In addition to this, they 
will have the opportunity to learn 
about the British resistance of 
Boudicca and will act in role to look 
at the events of Boudicca's rebellion 
from different perspectives. The 
children will also investigate 
Hadrian's Wall, examining how, 
where and why it was built. They 
will learn about the different 
features of the wall and use maps 
to determine its location. A lesson 
on gods and Roman religion will 
help the children to understand 
more about the culture and beliefs 
of Roman people, and they will play 
and design games to consolidate 
their knowledge about the different 
Roman gods and goddesses. 

Pupils will (Key 
Knowledge): 

• To know where the Vikings and 
Anglo-Saxons sits within a timeline. 
• Explain when and where the 
Vikings came from and why they 
raided Britain. 
• Compare the significance of 
Anglo-Saxon kings during the Viking 
period. 
• Explain who King Ethelred II was 
and say when and why Danegeld 
was introduced. 
• Identify and explain key aspects 
of Viking life, e.g. clothing or food. 
• Explain how punishments were 
used to deal with certain crimes 
(e.g. put in stocks, hanging, 
repaying) 
• Explain how the last Anglo-Saxon 
kings shaped Britain. 

• Describe why, where and when 
the Scots and Anglo-Saxons invaded 
Britain. 
• Describe a key historical character 
from the time, e.g. Hengest and 
Horsa. 
• Explain what the seven Anglo-
Saxon kingdoms were. 
• Know that some place names 
date back to Anglo-Saxon times. 
• Know the meaning of Anglo-
Saxon place names. 
• Describe a typical Anglo-Saxon 
village and explain what jobs the 
people did. 
• Analyse and describe Anglo-Saxon 
artefacts, e.g. helmet, coins. 
• Explain what the Anglo-Saxon 
artefacts can teach us about Anglo-
Saxon culture. 
• Explain the religious beliefs and 
practices of the early Anglo-Saxon 
people, e.g. paganism. 
• Know and describe some of the 
gods the Anglo-Saxons worshipped, 
e.g. Woden, Thunor. 
• Explain the work of Oswald and 
Aiden who converted Anglo-Saxons 
to Christianity. 
• Know about some of the 
important Christian places and 
buildings (e.g. Holy Island of 
Lindisfarne and the Priory) that 
they founded. 

• To know where the Ancient 
Egyption Civilization sits within a 
timeline. 
• Through looking at artefacts, find 
out about life in ancient Egypt. (e.g. 
tomb discoveries). 
• Understand the importance of 
the River Nile to the ancient 
Egyptians.  
• Understand and explain the 
ancient Egyptian ritual of 
mummification. 
• Understand how the discovery of 
the tomb of Tutankhamun can give 
us answers about the past. 
• Know about ancient Egyptian 
writing systems and compare and 
contrast hieroglyphs with English. 
• Compare and contrast the powers 
of different Egyptian Gods (e.g. Ra, 
Horus and Anubis)  

• Understand some of the terms 
used in crime and punishment, e.g. 
theft, murder, pillory and 
execution. 
• Know what the Romans believed 
about crime and punishment. 
• Know how the legal system 
worked in Anglo-Saxon Britain. 
• Know key facts about different 
types of punishments used in 
Anglo-Saxon Britain.  
• Explain how wergild was used in 
Anglo-Saxon Britain. 
• Compare and contrast the Anglo-
Saxon and modern British justice 
systems.  
• Compare and contrast the Anglo-
Saxon and Roman justice systems. 
• Know some of the crimes and 
popular punishment methods 
during the Tudor period, e.g. 
vagrancy, treason, stocks, the 
ducking stool. 
• Use historical sources to find out 
about the life of Dick Turpin. 
• Know and understand what 
happened in Victorian prisons. 
• Understand the experiences of a 
Victorian prisoner. 
• Recall key facts about crime and 
punishment from the Roman, 
Anglo-Saxon, Tudor and Victorian 
periods. 

• Know that the Normans came to 
rule Britain in 1066. 
• Understand why King John is an 
important king in English History. 
• Know why King Henry VIII wanted 
an heir. 
• Know why Queen Anne was 
important in creating the UK of 
Great Britain. 
• Understand what the British 
empire meant to Victorian people. 
• Research and answer questions 
about our Royal Family. 
• Understand where each period of 
Royal history sits within a timeline 
in relation to other events studied. 

• Answer questions to show 
knowledge of when and how 
Romans conquered Britain. 
• Recall key facts about the 
invasion of Britain. 
• Understand why the Romans built 
new roads in Britain. 
• Know where some of the main 
roads ran to and from. 
• Know how the roads were made. 
• Learn about the resistance of 
Queen Boudicca knowing how she 
felt and reacted to the changes that 
were being made. 
• Know who Emperor Hadrian was 
and say when, how and why he 
built a wall and explain the features 
of the wall. 
• Know that the Romans had 
specific religious beliefs. 
• Know about some of the gods and 
goddesses that they worshipped. 
• Know what the Roman baths 
were and the different amenities 
they contained. 



• Compare modern methods with 
what was used to prevent and 
detect crimes in the past. 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary saga, Battle of Hastings, wergild, 
Danelaw, danegeld, Odin, Frigg, 
runes, King Alfred the Great, King 
Athelstan, King Edward the 
Confessor, King Ethelred the 
Unready 

Angles, Saxons, Scots, Picts, 
weaver, tanner, potter, Frig, Tiw, 
Thunor, Eostre, Lindisfarne, 
missionary, Pagan, Romans,  

ancient, Egyptian, Egypt, artefacts, 
tomb, sarcophagus, Pharaoh, 
Tutankhamun, scarab, canopic, 
obsidian, afterlife, preserve, Nile, 
riverbanks, kingdoms, desert, 
burial, amulet, mummy 

Bobbies/peelers, deterrent, 
execution, highwaymen, 
humiliation, judge, jury, ordeal, 
treason, victim, trial, court, law, 
police, prison, guilty, innocent, 
roman, slave, noble, tithing 

monarchy, parliament, reign, 
coronation, taxes, king, queen, 
prince, princess, rebellion, William, 
John, Henry, Anne, Victoria, 
Elizabeth, royal, assassination, 
throne. 

strigil, Roman baths, aqueduct, 
hypocaust, Boudicca, Emperor 
Hadrian, Hadrian’s Wall, turret, 
milecastle, fort, soldier, Julius 
Caesar, Emperor Claudius, senator, 
Jupiter, Venus, Neptune, Mercury , 
Mars, Pluto  

National 
Curriculum 
Links 

the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle 
for the Kingdom of England to the 
time of Edward the Confessor 

Britain’s settlement by Anglo-
Saxons and Scots 

the achievements of the earliest 
civilizations – an overview of where 
and when the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study of: 
Ancient Egypt. 

a study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 
1066 

a study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 
1066 
 

the Roman Empire and its impact 
on Britain. 
 

 
 
In Upper Key Stage 2, pupils will study: 
 

Topic Maya Civilisation Ancient Greece The Shang Dynasty Indus Valley World War 2 Stone Age to Iron Age 

Overview This topic will teach our children 
about the ancient Maya civilisation. 
The children will learn who the 
ancient Maya people were and 
where and when they lived. They 
will use maps and atlases to locate 
Maya cities and identify countries in 
Mesoamerica. In addition to this 
they will learn about the religious 
beliefs and rituals of the ancient 
Maya people and find out more 
about some of the many gods they 
worshipped. The children will also 
learn about the Maya number 
system and have the opportunity to 
read and write Maya numbers and 
solve number problems. They will 
learn about the Maya writing 
system too and practise writing 
words using logograms and 
syllabograms in the hieroglyphic 
style of the ancient Maya people. 
The children will learn about the 
work of the explorers John Lloyd 
Stephens and Frederick Catherwood 
and have the opportunity to 
analyse historical pictures of the 
cities they discovered. They will also 
learn about the types of food eaten 
by the ancient Maya people and 
they will find out about the 
significance of corn and chocolate, 
arguing which was most important 
in a class debate. 

In this topic about ancient Greece, 
our children will gain an 
understanding of where and when 
some key events during the ancient 
Greek period took place. They will 
explore what is meant by the terms 
‘trade’, ‘civilisation’ and ‘empire’ 
and explore how, towards the end 
of the ancient Greek period, 
Alexander the Great grew an 
empire resulting in the Greek 
civilisation spreading more widely. 
When learning about daily life in 
ancient Greece, children will explore 
what life was like for different 
people who were enslaved during 
ancient Greek times. They will then 
independently research and feed 
back on different elements of daily 
life in ancient Greece. Children will 
also explore the differences 
between life in ancient Athens and 
ancient Sparta. They will learn 
about early democracy in Athens 
and take part in a debate about life 
in Athens and Sparta. Children will 
use ancient Greek pottery as a 
primary source to help them gather 
evidence about the ancient Greek 
Olympics and make comparisons 
between the ancient Games and the 
modern 
Olympics. In addition to this, 
children will learn about the beliefs 

This topic will teach our children all 
about the Ancient Shang dynasty. 
The children will learn who the 
Ancient Shang people were, where 
and when they lived, using maps 
and atlases to locate Shang cities. 
They will also learn about the role 
of the king, the religious beliefs and 
rituals of the Shang people and how 
oracle bones were used in 
divination ceremonies. The children 
will also examine a range of Shang 
artefacts and draw conclusions 
about what they can teach us. The 
unit ends with a close look at the 
remarkable discovery of the first 
intact Shang tomb which belonged 
to the military general and high 
priestess Fu Hao. 
 
 

This Indus Valley unit will teach our 
children about the early civilisation 
of the Indus Valley. They will learn 
about significant events from the 
time and order these events 
chronologically on a timeline of 
early world history. The children will 
also use their geographical skills to 
locate where in the world the 
Ancient Indus Valley civilization 
existed and investigate the physical 
features of the landscape. In 
addition to this they will learn 
about some of the key people who 
led the discovery of the Indus Valley 
civilisation. They will examine 
archaeological evidence to find out 
how historians and archaeologists 
use a variety of evidence sources to 
draw conclusions about what life 
was like in the past. The children 
will also have the opportunity to 
learn about different aspects of life 
during the Ancient Indus Valley 
civilisation, including what it was 
like to live in a city and what clothes 
and jewellery the people wore. 

This topic will teach our children all 
about World War II. They will learn 
when and why World War II began 
and find out about the key 
individuals and countries involved. 
In addition to this, they will discover 
all about evacuation; learn what it 
was like to live with food rationing 
and explore the contribution made 
by women to the war effort. 
Furthermore, they will learn 
important facts about the 
Holocaust and investigate events 
that were key turning points in the 
war, such as the Battle of Britain 
and the German invasion of Russia. 
Studying World War II will help 
children to develop their 
investigation and evaluation skills; 
learn to organise information 
chronologically and understand 
how past events have helped to 
shape the world we know today. 
The unit pack contains six lesson 
plans with their own lesson 
presentations and all the necessary 
resources. There are also two home 
learning tasks, challenge cards and 
fact cards designed to support and 
encourage independent learning 

This ‘Stone Age to Bronze Age’ topic 
will teach our children about how 
the Stone Age to Bronze Age period 
impacted on life in Britain. They will 
learn about how early man survived 
in a harsh environment, why Skara 
Brae was important for 
understanding life in the Stone Age, 
how copper mining was crucial to 
the Bronze Age and why 
Stonehenge was built. Children will 
also learn about why Iron Age 
people developed hillforts and how 
important Druids were in Iron Age 
Britain. 
 



of the ancient Greeks, producing 
fact files about the Greek gods and 
exploring the messages that the 
ancient Greeks may have taken 
from myths.  

Pupils will (Key 
Knowledge): 

• Know where the Mayan 
civilization sits within a timeline of 
history. 
• Know where the ancient Mayan 
people lived, naming some major 
cities.  
• Know about the different features 
of Maya cities and be able to 
appreciate what it would have been 
like to live there. 
• Know that the Mayan people had 
religious beliefs and understand 
their rituals and how they 
worshipped. 
• Know some of the main Mayan 
gods and what they represented to 
the people.  
• Know how to read and write 
some Maya numbers, explaining 
what syllabograms and logograms 
are.  
• Know that corn and chocolate 
were important foods and be able 
to identify some reasons for this. 
• contrast features of the Mayan 
civilisation with other early 
civilisations which pupils may have 
studied.  

• Know where the Ancient Greek 
civilization sits within a timeline of 
history. 
• Know where the Ancient Greek 
civilization was located on a world 
map. 
• Pupils will know about key events 
during the history of Ancient 
Greece and be able to order them 
chronologically. 
• Know the effects that Alexander 
the Great’s empire had on different 
people; 
• Know about aspects of daily life in 
Ancient Greece such as the roles of 
different people, clothes, food and 
the homes they lived in. 
• Know and make comparisons 
between life in Athens and life in 
Sparta and the impact these 
differences had on citizens of these 
cities. 
• Know that the Olympic Games is 
one example of a legacy of ancient 
Greece and  
• Know what is meant by a ‘legacy’; 
• Know about some Greek gods and 
know information about the beliefs 
of the ancient Greeks. 
• Know what the Ancient Greeks 
believed about the Trojan War. 
• Know how to compare and 
contrast features of the Ancient 
Greek civilization with other early 
civilisations they may have studied. 

• Know where the Shang Dynasty 
sits within a timeline of history. 
• Know the location of the Shang 
on a map of China 
• Know the names of some cities 
and physical features of the land. 
• Know the roles of different 
members of Shang society and 
where they fit in the social 
hierarchy. 
• Know about different ritual 
elements of the Shang religion and 
describe how ancestor worship 
worked. 
• Know who Fu Hao was and why 
the discovery of her tomb was 
significant. 
• Know what oracle bones were 
and how the Shang used them. 
• Know about and describe a range 
of artefacts, what they were made 
of and what they were used for. 
• Know the processes involved in 
making bronze, jade and pottery 
items. 
• Know how to compare and 
contrast features of the Shang 
Dynasty with other early 
civilisations which they may have 
studied.  
 

• Know where the Indus Valley 
civilization sits within a timeline of 
history. 
• Know where in the world the 
Indus Valley civilization existed. 
• Know the key people involved in 
leading the discovery of the 
civilisation 
• know what archaeological 
evidence they discovered and what 
it teaches us.  
• Know some key features of this 
early civilization and order events 
within this period chronologically.  
• Know about and describe some 
artefacts that have been discovered 
relating to the Indus Valley 
Civilisation. 
• Know what an Indus Valley city 
would have looked like and 
describe the types of buildings in 
them. 
• Know features of the Indus Valley 
society such as the types of clothing 
and jewellery which people wore. 
• Know how to compare and 
contrast features of the Indus 
Valley civilisation with other early 
civilisations which they may have 
studied.  

• Know where World War 2 sits 
within a timeline of history. 
• Know when the war started and 
the reasons why the war occurred;  
• Know the countries and key 
individuals involved;  
• Know the chronology of key 
events during the war such as: the 
Battle of Britain;  
• Know what evacuation and 
rationing were, explaining how they 
worked and how different people 
were affected;  
• Know some of the jobs women 
did during the war and the impact 
this had on the war effort;  
• Know and explain how and why 
the changing role of women was 
significant to the war effort;  
• Know what the Holocaust was 
and who suffered as a result. 

• Know where the Stone Age and 
Iron Age sits within a timeline of 
history. 
• Know why the Stone Age gets its 
name. 
• Know which tools were crucial to 
the survival of early man. 
• Know how tools changed during 
the Stone Age to make hunting 
more successful. 
• Know the different challenges of 
survival for early man. 
• Know how Skara Brae was 
discovered and why it is significant. 
• Know the names of some items 
found at Skara Brae. 
• Know and explain what copper 
mining meant to the people of the 
Bronze Age. 
• Know the names of some of the 
jobs that copper miners used to do 
and why children worked in copper 
mines. 
• Know and suggest reasons why 
people think Stonehenge might 
have been built and the significance 
it had for some people. 
• Know and explain how 
Stonehenge changed from the 
Stone Age onwards. 
• Know and explain how homes 
changed from the Stone Age to the 
Iron Age. 
• Know and explain how hillforts 
were designed to protect Iron Age 
tribes. 
• Know the roles of Druids in Iron 
Age tribes. 
• Know an important festival in the 
Druid calendar. 
• Know how to compare and 
contrast features of the civilisation 
with other early civilisations which 
they may have studied.  
 

Key Vocabulary Mesoamerica, pok-ta-pok, 
vigesimal number system, 
lithography, John Lloyd Stephens, 
Frederick Catherwood, Copan, 
Chichen Itza, Palenque, 
hieroglyphs, syllabogram, 

empire, country, democracy, 
politics, ancient, ruler, city states, 
battle, Athens, Sparta, Persia, 
hoplite, gods, Olympics, 
Pheidippides, King Darius, battle 
formation, archer, Priam’s 

oracle bones, fu hao, intact, jade, 
bronze, cowrie shells, hu, emperor 
cheng tang, soldier, house, map, 
sacrifice, divination ceremonies, 
worshipped, ancestors, hierarchy. 

citadel, mud bricks, drainage 
system, Mohenjo Daro, Harappa, 
archaeology, excavate, jasper 
beads, agate beads, Charles 
Masson, Sir Alexander Cunnigham, 
RD Banerji, Sir John Marshall, Rai 
Bahadur daya Ram Saahni, Arabian 

invade, occupy, Nazi, Adolf Hitler, 
Neville Chamberlain, Munich 
Agreement, evacuation, billeting 
officer, gas mask, Lord Woolton, 
rationing, ration book, Dig for 
Victory, munitions factory, 

cave, painting, spears, borer, 
Neolithic Man, Skara Brae, 
jewellery, mammoth, house, 
hammerstone, fur, pelt, handaxe, 
Neolithic Woman, throwing, stones, 
antler 



logogram, camera lucida, codex, 
cacao, maize, 

Treasure, diadem, archaeologist, 
Troy, Trojan, Ilian, Homer, Achilles, 

Sea, mountains, desert Indus River, 
seal, fashion 

antisemitism, Battle of Britain, The 
Blitz, D-Day, Winston Churchill 

National 
Curriculum Links 

a non-European society that 
provides contrasts with British 
history: Mayan civilization c. AD 
900 

Ancient Greece – a study of Greek 
life and achievements and their 
influence on the western world 

the achievements of the earliest 
civilizations – an overview of where 
and when the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study of: The 
Shang Dynasty of Ancient China 

the achievements of the earliest 
civilizations – an overview of where 
and when the first civilizations 
appeared and a depth study of one 
of: The Indus Valley 

a study of an aspect or theme in 
British history that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge beyond 
1066 
 

changes in Britain from the Stone 
Age to the Iron Age 

 
 


